
 

 

The Rivers Return: Restoring the Kirklees Brook (River Irwell)  
 

The River Irwell lies within the counties of Lancashire and Greater Manchester in the North West of England. During 

the 19th Century, the Irwell facilitated the City of Manchester’s rise to industrial greatness, the first industrial city in 

the world, and in so doing became the first industrial river in the world.  The river’s course was significantly modified 

from its source to its confluence with the River 

Mersey, and became severely polluted with 

industrial waste.  By the late 19th century, the 

Irwell was completely devoid of fish and plant life. 
 

The health of the Irwell has steadily improved 

from the later years of the 20th Century, yet 

obscured from view and abandoned in the local 

and national psyche, the toxic legacy of the 

Industrial Revolution has persisted….until now. 
 

The Kirklees Brook is a sub-catchment tributary 

of the River Irwell, and is currently failing to 

achieve WFD Good Ecological Potential (GEP) 

because it is classed as a Heavily Modified 

Waterbody (HMWB).  Several weirs act as 

barriers to fish migration and disrupt the 

ecological and hydromorphological connectivity of 

the Brook.  Numerous culverts also punctuate the 

water course, impeding the operation of natural 

flow processes and limiting the presence of 

aquatic flora and fauna. 
 

The Rivers Return: Restoring the Kirklees Brook 

project aims to improve the HMWB status of the 

Kirklees Brook.  With the help of the Catchment 

Restoration Fund, our partnership will deliver a 

range of weir removal, culvert removal and fish 

easement projects throughout the water course, 

helping the Brook achieve GEP by 2015.  The 

geographical location of the Kirklees Brook within 

the Upper Irwell catchment also mean that 

delivery of these projects will impact a much 

wider area of the Irwell, functioning as a hugely 

important crucible/zone of primary productivity.  Furthermore, we have developed exciting opportunities for local 

community participation for almost all phases of project delivery, helping ensure a sense of ownership and pride for 

our rivers and ultimately safeguarding our rivers for the benefit of current and future generations. 

Key facts 

River Basin District North West 

Catchments Irwell River Catchment (Upper Mersey) 

Outcomes The Kirklees Brook will: 

 Support more diverse, abundant and 
sustainable fish stocks 

 Provide fish a resilience to problems 
associated with climate change, 
pollution and in-breeding 

 Support a wider range of connected 
habitats, providing aquatic and 
terrestrial animals with greater 
freedom of movement 

 Be more resilient to changes in flood 
conditions 

Start Date July 2012 

End Date March 2015 

Budget £302,300 (CRF), £21,400 (match 

funding) 

Project Partners APEM ltd, Bury Council, Bury and 

District Angling Society, Trust for 

Conservation Volunteers, Environment 

Agency, Friends of Kirklees Valley, 

Holcombe Moore Heritage Group, 

Oxford Archaeology North, Ramsbottom 

Angling Association, Salford University, 

Tottington Civic Society. 

Catchment Restoration Fund (CRF) Project Briefing Note 



Description of Works 
 

To achieve the aims of The Rivers Return Kirklees 

Brook Project, we will be delivering a range of weir 

removal, culvert removal and fish easement projects 

from 2012 through to March 2015. 
 

One culvert removal project 

Removing the 40m long Tottington culvert will restore 

natural hydromorphological processes, fish passage, 

and reduce flood risk concerns associated with over-

capacity, blockage and collapse. 
 

Four weir removal projects 

Removing these weirs will restore the natural ecological 

and hydromorphological connectivity of the Brook. 
 

Three fish easements projects 

Where removal of weirs has been determined not 

feasible, fish easement (fish pass) projects will provide 

fish the freedom to move freely between habitats.  
 

Three blockage removal projects 

Where historical infrastructure has  collapsed and 

impeded natural processes and connectivity, the 

blockages will be removed, restoring natural ecological 

and hydromorphological connectivity. 
 

What will success look like? 
 By 2015, the Kirklees Brook and its minor tributaries 

will support more diverse, abundant and sustain fish 

stocks that can maintain angling activity.  Fish 

populations will be more resilient to problems 

associated with climate change, pollution, disease 

and in-breeding. 
 

 By 2015, the Kirklees Brook will support a wider range 

of connected habitats.  Protected species such as 

Otter and Water Vole will benefit from greater freedom 

of movement. 
 

 By 2015 the Kirklees Brook will be natural in appearance and function.  This will make the Brook more resilient 

to changes in flow conditions such as drought or flooding, and will lead to a more robust, diverse, attractive and 

accessible environment.  There will be a reduction in flood risk in some areas due to an increased capacity for 

the river to cope with flood water. 

 

 

 

 

 

About the team  

Director/Project Manager: Matthew Schofield 

Finance Director: Philip Kelly 

Other contacts 

Environment Agency: Jerry Gallop 

 

Contact the Irwell Rivers Trust on Tel No: 07879 833046  

or email: office@irwellriverstrust.com  


