
Habitat improvements in 
the upper Kennet 
 

The River Kennet, which flows through Wiltshire 

and Berkshire, is one of England’s finest chalk 

streams. Rising near the ancient standing 

stones at Avebury it flows through villages and 

market towns until it reaches Reading where it 

joins the River Thames. 
 

This project is focussed on the upper reaches of 

the river, which suffered during the 2011/12 

drought, leaving the river bed completely dry. 

The work will help the river to recover faster and 

meet Good Ecological Status. 
  

Fish passage at Marlborough  

The historic structures at the old Town Mill 

make it difficult for fish to access the upper 

reaches of the Kennet. It is important that fish 

are able to swim through Marlborough so they 

can repopulate the river upstream. This project 

will create a new route for fish to bypass the 

main mill hatches. 
 

Habitat restoration on the River Og 

The river Og is a beautiful chalk stream tributary 

of the River Kennet, it has a small population of 

wild brown trout. This river restoration work will 

increase the fish spawning and nursery habitats. This should result in more wild fish living in the river. By fencing 

livestock out of the river we will reduce bank erosion, which will reduce sediment in the water.  Public access is being 

increased, working with Marlborough Town Council we are creating a permissive path along the riverbank.  
 

Habitat restoration at Stonebridge Lane 

Over the last two years ARK has been restoring the chalk stream habitat at Stonebridge Lane by repairing bank 

erosion and managing the flow to create a variety of flow conditions to suit different species. This part of the project 

will continue that work for a further 800m. It will also divert a drain carrying dirty road runoff directly into the river, to a 

reed bed, which will filter out pollutants, improving water quality in the river as a result.   

Key facts 

River Basin District Thames  

Catchments Kennet 

Outcomes Fish passage—free movement of fish to 
the upper reaches of the Kennet 

River Habitat— improvements to the 
wildlife habitat on the Lower Og and at 
Stonebridge Lane Wild River Reserve. 

Water quality—improved water quality, 
reducing bank erosion and urban runoff. 

Social—increased access to the river 
for people and opportunities for practical 
volunteering 

Educational—school visits, wildlife 
walks and wild trout fishing. 

Start Date 1st September 2012 

End Date 31st March 2014 

Budget £89,000 (£87,000 from CRF) 

Project Partners Action for the River Kennet (ARK), Marl-

borough Town Council, Marlborough 

Area Development Trust, local volunteer 

and community groups 



Description of Works  

The project to enable fish to swim through Marlborough will build 
a new channel linking the existing main river with a backstream, 
which currently flows intermittently down a cascade that is 
impassable to fish. The new channel will have a gentle gradient 
which will allow fish, including brown trout and grayling to swim 
up and down it.  
 
This is phase two of a project to link the river above and below 
Marlborough. The river above Marlborough is a valuable 
spawning habitat, but all the fish here died during the 2011/12 
drought. Joining the two sections of river should improve the fish 
populations up and downstream. 
 
The habitat restoration projects use relatively simple techniques 
and materials and a considerable portion of the work will be 
done by volunteers. The work will repair eroded parts of the bank 
and create meanders and changes in flow which will create a 
more diverse environment to suit a variety of fish species and life 
stages. 
 
By fencing livestock away from the river the project will reduce 
bank erosion and keep sediment out of the river as a result. This 
keeps the natural gravel bed clean, leaving it clear for fish 
spawning and healthy weed growth. 
 
We will improve water quality, by diverting urban runoff from the 
road into a reedbed, which will filter out pollutants before the 
water reaches the river. 

 

What will success look like? 
Success will be a healthy chalk stream with a self-sustaining wild  brown trout population, a clear gravel bed and 
healthy weed growth. Fish will be able two swim freely from the headwaters of the Kennet down through 
Marlborough and the populations will increase as the habitat and water quality are improved.  
 
Local people will be  connected to their river, either because they have volunteered to work on the  project or 
because they can now walk along a section of river which was previously inaccessible. Local schools will use the 
Stonebridge and Og sites as an educational resource. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

About the team  

Project Manager: Charlotte Hitchmough 

Finance Director: Martin Gibson 

Administration: Carolyn White 

Other contacts 

Environment Agency : Alison Love 

Contact Action for the River Kennet: carolyn@riverkennet.org  


